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Member Al Wong provided these images of Long Beach Mayor Robert Garcia and Grand Prix
Association of Long Beach President and CEO Jim Michaelian kicking off the first full day of con-

struction on the 1.97-mile temporary race circuit through the downtown streets of Long Beach.

Over the next 60 days, a city within a city will be built with more than 1,400 concrete blocks form-
ing the temporary racetrack, debris fencing, grandstand seating, power, telephone lines and

countless amenities for more than 175,000 fans at America’s #1 street race.

The 41st Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach will run April 17-19 and feature the Verizon IndyCar
Series, Pro/Celebrity Race, TUDOR United SportsCar Championship, Pirelli World Challenge,
Indy Lights Presented by Cooper Tires, SPEED Energy Formula Off-Road Series and the KMC

Wheels Super Drift Challenge on Friday and Saturday nights.

http://www.gplb.com/
www.aarwba.org)
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By Patrick Reynolds

The American Auto Racing Writers and Broadcast-
ers Association announced its first All-America
Team following the 1970 season. That annual tra-
dition continued with the team being announced for
2014's top performers.

A group of special drivers representing multiple
forms of professional motorsports is elected each
year by AARWBA. The association's members vote
on drivers within their participating categories of
racing. The driver receiving the most votes from
each discipline is elected to the All-America Team.

The 2014 All-America Team:

Will Power was the top vote getter in the Open
Wheel division. Power claimed his first Verizon In-
dycar Series Championship driving for Team Pen-
ske. He won three series races and clinched the
championship with a ninth-place finish at the sea-
son finale in Fontana.

Road Racing saw the driving team of Joao Barbo-
sa and Christian Fittipaldi earn the most votes on
the strength of their Tudor United Sportscar Cham-
pionship with Action Express Racing. The team
began the season with a victory in the Rolex 24 at
Daytona and continued on with wins at Indianapolis
and Road America.

World of Outlaws Sprint Car Champion Donny
Schatz led the vote tally in the Short Track Divi-
sion. Schatz's career-best 26 wins in 88 starts
highlighted his championship season. His title was
his sixth crown in the last nine seasons and he now
ranks second to Steve Kinser in all-time WoO
championships earned.

Kevin Harvick led the way in the Stock Car cate-
gory. Harvick turned his first year with Stewart
Haas Racing into his first NASCAR Sprint Cup Se-
ries title. He was paired with crew chief Rodney
Childers, who was also new to SHR, and the team
won in the second race of the season at Phoenix.
Harvick clinched the championship with a Miami
win in the first four-driver Chase shootout.
Harvick is also recognized as the Jerry Titus Me-
morial Trophy winner for the driver having the most
overall votes.

The Drag Racing category was led by the driver
who won her first NHRA Pro Stock championship,
Erica Enders-Stevens. Enders-Stevens became
the first female to win the Pro Stock title on the
strength of six national event wins and 19 top-three
qualifying runs. She clinched the title in Pomona

and defeated championship rival Jason Line in the final
round.

In the Touring Series, NASCAR Truck Series Champion
Matt Crafton earned the most votes. He became the first
driver to win consecutive championships in the history of
the NASCAR Truck Series.

Indy Lights champ Gabby Chaves was the At Large cat-
egory's top vote earner. Chaves and Jack Harvey tied on
points following the final race. They pair also tied in the
first tie-breaker category with four victories each. Chaves
captured the championship by having five second-place
finishes to Harvey's one.

Verizon Indycar Series Rookie of the Year Carlos Mu-
noz was voted the Rising Star award. He finished eighth
in the championship standings on the strength of three
podium finishes.

The country's top forms of professional motorsports are
represented in this championship group voted on by
AARWBA as the 2014 All-America Team.

Founded in 1955 AARWBA is a motorsports organization
comprised of writers, broadcasters, photographers, and
other media-related professionals. The organization's
charter is aimed at providing not only proper recognition
for members of the motorsports media, but to recognize
their work as well as the work of the competitors that
they follow in print, on the air, and on film.

www.aarwba.org)
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NASCAR Hall of Fame Inductee Rex White Connects with Racing Fans
By Patrick Reynolds for www.motorweeklive.com

I felt honored attending the induction ceremony for
NASCAR's 2015 Hall of Fame class. The sport's
legendary names- Petty, Jarrett, and Wood, among
many others- were present. When one has a con-
nection to a particular inductee the excitement level
increases.

Congratulations Rex White.

White was the 1960 champion of what is today's
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series. White posted 28 victo-
ries over five seasons, finishing among the top-five
in nearly half of his 233 starts. In 1998, White was
named as one of NASCAR's 50 Greatest Drivers.
He is an extremely deserving Hall-of-Famer.
However it is White's connection with RacersRe-
union that drew my eyes towards him a bit more.
RacersReunion is based in Myrtle Beach, SC and
spearheaded by Jeff Gilder. The organization origi-
nated with the idea of preserving stock car racing
history in photographs and written form on their
home website. As the group's membership multi-
plied, photographs and written posts chronicling all
forms of auto racing grew by the thousands.

RacersReunion advanced into a broadcasting net-
work. This is the foundation of the Motor Week
LIVE! radio program I host and the show's accom-
panying website. White has developed a nice
friendship with the membership.

RacersReunion has organized and participated in
former southern speedway reunions, honored vet-
eran drivers at the Memory Lane Museum in
Mooresville North Carolina, and held get-togethers
at the NASCAR Hall of Fame in Charlotte. Just
three weeks prior to being inducted into the NA-
SCAR Hall, White joined the RacersReunion group
at the Hall as a tourist and notably, as a friend.

Merely putting an event notice on the RacersReunion
website brought the then, soon-to-be inductee, out for a
Saturday morning social and casual walk through of the
NASCAR Hall. White met the group in the lobby, toured
the exhibits like any other visitor, and then ate lunch with
the twenty or so friends. He spent time next to other race
fans who may not have even known who White was.
That is part of what made White, that era of star drivers,
and the sport in general so popular- the men behind the
wheel could have easily been fans in the grandstands.

Fast forward three weeks and White was back at the Hall
being treated as a Hall-of-Famer. While he blended into
the crowd as a visitor with RacersReunion, White stood
out amongst his peers at the NASCAR Hall of Fame in-
duction ceremony and in his own manner, stole the
show.

The 1960 series champ was introduced by the 2014 se-
ries champ, Kevin Harvick.  There was a bit of a delay
and White did not appear on stage. A stage hand
brought out a step for the 5' 4" White to step up on and
have better visibility over the podium.

A television camera shot caught White walking up to the
stage from his front row seat. He stepped right up onto
the box and to the podium's microphone. This was un-
usual on the evening. Every other inductee stopped next
to the podium and waited. The individual inducting them
was then introduced to the audience and that person
stepped up to the podium. In White's case this was
James Hylton. Also unique to this induction, Hylton stood
by as White went right into speaking.

White did not read off of the teleprompter like several
others but however from notes in front of him. He re-
called his time working with, and his friendship to, 1952
NASCAR National Modified Champion Frankie Sch-
neider. White's speech stalled a few different times as he
lost his place-possibly like more people actually would if
they got up to speak in front of a large crowd. Again, a
quality that endeared White to fans, he connects to the
people in the grandstands. White teased Hylton at the
point he realized Hylton should have been speaking in-
stead of him.

White then stepped back- and off- the small step and fell
to the ground on his back. Harvick and Hylton helped
White up and back to the podium, fortunately without in-
jury.

Harvick become a source of podium leadership in the
moment and said "we've come to take control." He offi-
cially made the ring presentation to White along with Hyl-
ton and brought that portion of the ceremony to order.

Photo courtesy of NASCAR Hall of Fame

www.motorweeklive.com
www.aarwba.org)
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NASCAR Hall of Fame continued…

My fond focus on White does not detract away from
any of the other four inductees. Witnessing all of
them become enshrined into the NHoF was quite
an honor.

Bill Elliott clearly remains a fan favorite with the
loud cheers from the gathered fans in the audi-
ence.

Wendell Scott raced with honor, integrity, and hu-
mility during a different social time in the United
States. The racial barrier he worked hard to break
was a more than challenging task in the 1960s.

Joe Weatherly was inducted by his niece Joy Bar-
bee. She emphasized what a practical joker he was
and the laughter he generated around the pit area.

Tony Stewart introduced Fred Loren-
zen and gave the Illinois-native "The
Golden Boy" credit for breaking the
Southern stock car driver stereotype.
Lorenzen was one of the sport's first
superstars and hailed from the Mid-
west. Lorenzen was in attendance
and his son Chris spoke on his be-
half.
Longtime Charlotte Observer NA-
SCAR beat writer Tom Higgins was
the recipient of the Squier-Hall
Award. Higgins is one of the most
respected individuals in the NASCAR
media

Lesa France Kennedy accepted the inaugural
Landmark Award for Outstanding Contributions to
NASCAR on behalf of her grandmother, Anne
Bledsoe France.

White's NASCAR Hall of Fame induction had
touches of imperfection, clumsiness, laughter, em-
barrassment, yet above all else, reverence. He was
a popular figure in the grandstands during his driv-
ing time in part because he related so easily to the
fans. He relates easily to the members of the Rac-
ersReunion online community. During his Hall ac-
ceptance speech he certainly related to so many
people who are anxious about public speaking. At
least some must have wondered to themselves…
"what would happen to me if I were to step on
stage?"

In all scenarios, White is a common man. Except
for when he was behind the wheel. His wins and
championship are certainly not common. They are
worthy of a Hall-of-Famer.

Witnessing White and the other nominees' inductions into
the Hall, and visiting with White and the RacersReunion
community, was a privilege. The Hall-of-Famer is tall in
character and as imperfect as the rest of us. His is a rac-
er we can relate to.
The Hall of Fame ceremony and television host Krista
Voda may have put it best. "When you get that jacket,
that ring, in front of this crowd, in this room…. you can do
no wrong."

Patrick Reynolds is a former professional NASCAR me-
chanic who hosts Motor Week LIVE! Mondays 7pm ET/

4pm PT on www.racersreunionradio.com

Photo courtesy of NASCAR Hall of Fame

www.aarwba.org)
www.racersreunionradio.com
http://www.nascarhall.com/
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Member Jerry Garrett’s Comments on Indy
Garrett writes to Dusty and she responds

Hi Dusty,
As you know, I’ve been covering the Indianapolis 500 - truly The
Greatest Spectacle in Racing - for more than 40 years now, for
organizations like The AP, AutoWeek, ESPN, TBS and Car and
Driver. In 2014, I was honored to be on assignment from The
New York Times.

What I expected to be a wonderful experience, however, ended
up being a miserable and somewhat embarrassing one. I just
couldn’t see what I was supposed to be reporting on.

For decades, I had a seat assigned outside the track on the old
press row - seats where you could see 3/4ths of the track and
all of the pits. It was the best seat in the house. Those seats
now seem to have been taken over by VIPs. The “new” press
box inside the track was a good idea on paper, I guess, but in
reality it’s a mess - from which it is now almost impossible to
see more than about a hundred yards  of track (in any direction)
or more than a third of the pits. Greenish plate glass windows
line the exterior, but after a few panes, all you see are distorted
rows of more green glass - like fun house mirrors - not race
cars.

There are dozens and dozens of TV monitors, showing an ABC
feed, suspended from the roof of the press room, so you can
easily watch those from any angle (but did I really travel to Indi-
anapolis at great expense to watch television?) That’s not an
entirely bad thing for a backup source of information, but it
shouldn’t be a reporter’s primary source of information.

To make matters worse, the monitors we were watching were
showing action that was on a tape delay of somewhere between
seven and 20 seconds (during commercials the screen would
go blank). The audio was turned down low, although it was pos-
sible to hear the announcers if you stood near one of the moni-
tors. But we could also hear the live audio of the public address
system announcers overhead, as well as the excellent IMS ra-
dio network blaring. To add another element of confusion, there
was one monitor that was apparently showing some kind of
unedited live feed, with no audio. It really made the press box a
Tower of Babel.

Most of the time, this was merely annoying, other times it was
terribly disorienting. But when it got down to the last few laps, it
was almost impossible to sort out what exactly was going on. I
could hear various announcers screaming about what was go-
ing on on the track, but I could not see with my own eyes much
of anything going on outside the green glass box. ABC’s pic-
tures were delayed by varying amounts and you couldn’t be
quite sure of how far behind the action they were. And this year,
I fault ABC for showing so many reaction shots of spouses and
girlfriends in the final laps. That greatly interfered with the
amount of really historic racing we were able to see. And I don’t
remember too many replays of critical action.

It was difficult to even tell what lap the cars were on, vis a vis
what lap ABC was showing. When live announcers were
screaming about Ryan Hunter-Reay nearly going into the infield
grass, ABC was showing the cars going down the backstretch.
When Hunter-Reay’s big move did happen on ABC, he went
completely out of ABC's shot - they flat missed it - and you
couldn’t see what exactly had happened. If they replayed that
moment from any other angle, I didn’t see it until well after the
race. By then, my story was already in New York and editors
were puzzling over the significant differences that were being
described of those fateful final laps in my copy and the copy of
various other - apparently similarly confused - wire and news
service writers, whose work they also had access to.

Maybe my experience is unique. Maybe I am just spoiled from all the
years seated in my excellent press row vantage point outside the front
straightaway.

Do I have suggestions for improvement? Short of tearing down the
whole press box and starting over, get rid of the cacophony of monitors
and announcers, all describing things going on in various states of de-
lay. Have only a live TV feed, with one synchronized audio feed (next
year, I’m bringing headphones to listen to old pro Paul Page, no matter
what). Tell ABC to cover the race, not babes. Find a place for deadline
dailies and news services to see the race from a decisive vantage
point, so they are able to accurately give an eyewitness account.

Would that be too much to ask?

A change is needed. Eyewitness accounts are why our profession ex-
ists. TV watchers are no better than the millions of couch potatoes out
there seeing the same thing at home.

- Jerry Garrett

Dusty’s Response:
Jerry:
I know the front row seats overlooking the pit area. When I first covered
the race in 1963, that was the only place where I was (female) allowed
to sit.  Great view!  You could see the cars go into turn 1, and coming
out of turn 4, and hear the track announcers.
I shot many great photos of pit stops with lots of clear space from clut-
tered pits, for Motorsports Weekly for several years Only problem was
when it rained, it made difficult to get down the stairs to the track level.
Now they sell those seats to VIP's or???

You can thank Bernie for the design of the press box. He insisted on
having all the seating and TV’s for Formula 1. Only he had the seating
with front row facing the windows and the western sun in your face! The
speedway changed it after one west facing window cracked and
crashed in on a journalist siting there.

Thanks for your input, maybe Indianapolis should consider saving
some of those seats for the media.

- Dusty

AARWBA Members:
This is YOUR newsletter.

Your editor, Andy Hartwell, would love to hear from
you.  Write in and let him know what you are up to in
the world of motorsports.  We need good news con-
tent from professionals like you that we can share
with all the other professionals in the AARWBA.

And this newsletter is a great vehicle for announcing
your recent successes to your peers!

And you can even have your company or organiza-
tion sponsor an issue!

Send your words and photos to
ashartwell@att.net.

www.aarwba.org)
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Louise Left In The Cold
A note from Land Speed Louise Noeth

It was an odd, yet unquestionably puzzling way
that I discovered I had been fired. When the Janu-
ary 2015 Goodguys Gazette arrived and my name
was gone from the masthead, a spot it had been in
for more than 12 years, I finally got the message.
My Fuel For Thought column and the occasional
special features and photos were history.

Emails had gone unanswered for months and
phone calls were never returned. I should be livid,
but I am only saddened by the reality that the one
place the land speed racing community could count
on reading something monthly about their marvel-
ous motorsport in a national publication was no
more.

Still, it was a very good, 12-year run. “Fuel For
Thought” was considered a “column” in the Ga-
zette, but I turned in feature length articles nearly
every month.  Columns usually run 300 to 500
words without any art, but my offerings were al-
ways 1,500, sometimes 2,500 words, or more, plus
photos.

God Bless ‘em -- they published every one of them
in their entirety. I didn’t think my cold dismissal
could be about money because I hadn’t asked for
one raise in 12 years.

Of the 150 stories about land speed racing for the
Gazette, a good number of my columns won inter-
national writing and photographic awards from the
Society of Automotive Historians (SAH), All Ameri-
can Racing Writers and Broadcasters Association
(AARWBA), Motor Press Guild (MPG), Internation-
al Automotive Media Competition (IAMC).

In 2009,  Goodguys named me  “Woman of the
Year” and presented me with a fabulous hand
crafted piece  from artist extraordinaire, the late
Bob McCoy.

Call For Entries
Submitted by Louise Noeth

Greetings All,
It is with great pleasure we announce the call for entries in
the 24th International Automotive Media Competition
(IAMC). All work produced for publication and distribution
during calendar-year 2014 is eligible for entry. Whether
created for press or public relations purposes, in print, on-
line, video, radio/podcast, books, newspapers, calendars,
photos, design, or graphics, virtually everything except ad-
vertising is eligible. The on-time entry deadline is April
15th, 2015, and the on-time entry fee remains at $65.00
per entry.

New for this year is a welcome change (we heard you!) to
an online entry form that streamlines the entry process.

The entry form can be accessed at:
https://automediaregistry.org/awards/iamc-entry-form/

The entry rules can be accessed at:
https://automediaregistry.org/awards/iamc-entry-rules/

These changes to the entry process will also permit the
public display of entries both online and at the awards pre-
sentation ceremony later this year. You’ll notice we are
asking for a screen image of your entry to include in the
presentation slideshow, a full digital copy of the entry (ex-
cept book and total issue entries), and an original tear copy
suitable for display (except audio and video entries), along
with a bio and mugshot of the entrant(s). Full details re-
garding entry submissions are included in the rules.

If you have any questions about anything on the form or in
the rules, please contact us at your earliest convenience.

We sincerely appreciate your continued participation in and
support of the IAMC. Together, we can improve the quality
of our craft.

Ladies and gentlemen, take a few minutes to cogitate upon
last year’s labors. Which pieces resonated with you? With
your readers, viewers, listeners and industry clients?
Please choose your best work from 2014, and start prepar-
ing your entries today.

WARM REGARDS,
Louise Noeth - IAMC Chief Judge
Tom Kelley - IAMC Operations Director
Elaine Haessner - IAMC Advisor

https://automediaregistry.org/awards/iamc-entry-form/
https://automediaregistry.org/awards/iamc-entry-rules/
www.aarwba.org)
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Your AARWBA Leadership Team

President & Executive Director -
Norma "Dusty" Brandel
Women's Editor, Racing Information
Service -Photo-Journalist,
RIS-News.com
Dusty@aarwba.org

Vice President -
Kathy Seymour
Photographer, Racing Information
Service RIS-News.com
kathysey@hotmail.com

Treasurer -
Rhonda Williams
Journalist - Williams Report
rhonda49@gmail.com

Midwest Vice President -
Nick Dettmann
Sports writer, West Bend Daily News
stary_night1982@hotmail.com

Southern Vice President  -
Joe Jennings
Photo-journalist, Midwest Racing News
jjennings500@hotmail.com

Eastern Vice President -
John Bryant
Journalist - Nazareth-Racecam
jb@nazareth-race-cam.com

Western Vice President -
Ray Sotero
Motorsports Columnist, Gannett News
Service
raysotero@yahoo.com

Secretary -
Patrick Reynolds
Writer, Motor Week Live
reynol945windstream.net

More NASCAR HOF Photos

Three members from the Class of 2015 were on stage,
Bill Elliott, Fred Lorenzen and Rex White, with other inductees

from 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014.
They include Richard Petty, Maurice Petty, Bobby Allison,
Junior Johnson, Bud Moore, Darrell Waltrip. Ned Jarrett,

Jack Ingram and the Wood Brothers.

Enjoying the festivities was Joie
Chitwood, President of Daytona

International Speedway.

At the inductions ceremony were Mike Zizzo,
Public Relations at Texas Motor Speedway and
Dave Allen, President of Auto Club Speedway

in Fontana.

www.aarwba.org)
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The American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association 922 North Pass Avenue Burbank, CA 91505-2703  (818) 842-7005

AAAAAARRRWWWBBBAAA MMMEEEMMMBBBEEERRRSSSHHHIIIPPP AAAPPPPPPLLLIIICCCAAATTTIIIOOONNN
PROFESSIONAL INFORMATION

Name: Date:

Company:

Title:

Business Address:

City: State: ZIP Code:

Phone: E-mail: FAX:

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Home address:

City: State: ZIP Code:

Phone: E-Mail: FAX:

Preferred Mailing Address: HOME     OFFICE        (Please note that our newsletter, “ImPRESSions”, is sent via e-mail)

Preferred E-Mail Address For Newsletter:

MEMBERSHIP LEVEL

Media Professional  ($45.00) Affiliate Member ($65.00) Associate / Corporate ($300.00)

Signature of applicant: Date:

Active Media Member
Applicants for active media membership status must submit the following materials to the membership committee for consideration.
Materials must be submitted with your check.

ü A fully executed membership application. (This information will appear in the membership directory
unless you specify otherwise. Attach a note to this application if necessary.)

ü Two 1" x 1.5" head shot pictures for use in the directory and for an I.D. badge.
ü Tear sheets or samples of work as follows:

§ Two published articles on the subject of auto racing in a publication of general
circulation within the past year.

§ Photographs on auto racing appearing in two publications of general circulation or two
separate times in one publication, within the past year.

§ One video or audio tape of any race broadcast where spectators attended and exhibited
the applicant's work within the past year.

§ One book on the subject of auto racing within the past year or three books on the
subject of auto racing, or one book contracted from any trade publisher for a book on auto racing

Affiliate Member
Open to public relations, team representatives, motorsports advertising personnel. Full voting rights and privileges except to hold office.

Associate/Corporate Membership
Open to any person, regardless of affiliation or professional orientation, who is interested in furthering the aims of the American Auto
Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association and/or motorsports in general. Corporate membership is Limited to three (3) non-voting
memberships for the $300 fee.

Mail completed application, photos, and your check to the address shown above.

American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association Inc.
922 North Pass Avenue, Burbank, CA 91505-2703
Phone: 818-842-7005  FAX: 818-842-7020

"Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage of Motor Sports"
The AARWBA is the oldest and largest professional organization of its kind. Founded in 1955 in

Indianapolis, it has grown to more than 400 members throughout the United States, Canada and Europe.
Each year the AARWBA members select a 14-driver All America Team from Open Wheel, Stock Car, Sports
Car, Drag Racing, Short Track, Touring Series and At Large championship categories. An annual banquet is

held to honor these drivers each January. AARWBA also sponsors several contests for its members and
established the “Legends in Racing” auto racing hall of fame.
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